Ben Murdock by Brooks, Amber N
Spencer Keating: Virginia itself, real good history. 
 
  
 
 
 
time. There are different levels of people who contribute time, some like the chief 
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week checking the mail and taking care of the bills or something but not every 
day. I might attend 20-îæ9 }( Z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to work or anything. Some are able to. 
 
TC: What is your favorite part of being a firefighter? 
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good people. Go to church with them and work with them, ya know familiar. I 
i}]v  `]Z   d˙[  ˘ -ZµvU  `  i}]v  }PZ   ’P  v   /X   /  Pµ  Z˙[À 
been split 7 or 8 years. Life happens. 
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know. 
 
TC: You got two families now. 
 
BM: Yea you do. 
 
TC: Growing up did you always see yourself becoming a firefighter? 
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but after out here it might be a tenth of a mile to the next neighbor. I go back and 
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close together. My grandparents lived in the city where you could virtually spit 
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BM: No I knew that from being at Tech. Actually between Montgomery County 
and Roanoke one area of Roanoke is the Cataba valley if you ever go the back way 
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  } unty adjoins Montgomery County some of 
my good friends would live on the county line almost so I was up there a lot. I 
exactly worked with one of them at the Cataba hospital, an electrician I grew up 
with. He always lived up there but I really enjoyed thatU ][  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Spencer Keating: Virginia itself, real good history. 
 
TC: Are there any specific memories from being a firefighter over the years that 
have stuck with you? 
 
BM: Oh yea, first fatality. Worst one we had was a about three years ago right at 
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road. I live opposite direction about a mile and I can see the flames in the sky. 
Usually at two ]v Z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the right a car is on fire. A gentlemen had a driven from concord up on the wrong 
side of 460 and head on collided with a PT cruiser. Well, what had happened, 
there was group that went to a bar up there from Lynchburg. ^Fevers_U ][ ˙ 
much a black nightclub. Chartered a bus, one girl had driven herself because she 
u]  Z µU Z  ` v[ t drinking, they left to come home her brother decided 
to ride with her. They were in the PT cruiser. So, the charter bus is right behind 
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You never forget that, trying to help get the bodies out and stuff. The other big 
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away and he was down at South Carolina or something. We were up here trying 
to send some flowers and we actually got a hold of the funeral home and spoke to 
him, within minutes about that time the tones went off for going to Longwood 
and when you turned off 460 you could see that fire up in the- Sky was lit up. 
 
TC: I heard that was long night for the department 
 
BM: Oh yea it was crazy. 
 
SK: What was it- How many hours did they say? 
 
BM: It was all night. I mean I left the next day, we went over to the dining hall and 
had breakfast. 
 
TC: How was that experience? 
 
BM: It was wild. It was confusing as well because they decided not to attack some 
of the fires. I can remember seeing there was a little porthole window way up 
high, and  / }v[ lv}` ]( ] `   >v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fire up in the attic up there. [They] let it go. I think it was just over whelming 
because there was 8 departments and 70 trucks and 110 people or something. If 
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TC: So that was an experience then? 
 
BM: Yea yea, but fortunately- You may have had people injure themselves 
fighting the fire, but there were no fatalities or anything. So, it was strictly 
property. 
 
TC: How long had you been a firefighter here when that had happened? 
 
BM: Probably about 8 or 10 years.  
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BM: Yea. The other worst ones are like brush fires. About in the say February 
range, a lot of things affect it, available fuel; the foliage is out on the trees it kind 
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 v[ t create that chimney effect and draw 
air in to fuel the fire, but before the leaves come out you can get some wicked 
ones and we had a- Three years ago I think the highest fire rate, they have a rating 
system for fires, a five is- Not like California, but ][  v} P}}X  }µo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trying not to slide out of the road with the fire truck to get somewhere to help 
someone out.  So, Ice storms. 
 
TC: Are there any good memories that really stick in your head from being a 
firefighter? Past all the gruesomeness.  
BM: Well, like I say just fellowship, helping each other out with different things. 
We lost our long time leader about year and half ago, Howard Campbell, he had 
been in the department, his father was a charter member when they started in 
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not quite 60 when he passed. A lot of good memories with Pete, we rag on each 
other. He loved to eat, I like to eat too. Always called him the cookie monster, 
make fun of him having an ugly old girlfriend, somebody in the community liked 
him or whatever. Hanging out with the guys, and girls now, but-
 
TC: You mentioned comradery earlier; does that help everyone here deal with 
what happens, with what you guys see on a regular basis? 
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Geo Davis: So like a group talk 
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need it. Sometimes just discussing it in the group-  ,v[ 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kind of had a long last, I mean memorable, but no like a freak me out or 
anything. What gets me is like when I ick my finger in there with the onion thing 
and  / 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me sit down a few minutes. There are some more gruesome things. It was odd 
within 100 yards of where the two people got burned a gentlemen went over to 
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somebody wacked him with the car sent him down the road and hit the guard rail,  
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ever see on TV where it they say it knocks them out of their shoes and stuff, it 
truly does. His wristwatch, his tennis shoes, a bunch of stuff just [gone]. Knocks 
them out of their shoes. 
 
TC: Now, earlier you just said the girls joined the department, did that have any 
effect on anybody here? Like any major- 
 
BM: No, probably something else for the wives to fuss about. Some of them are 
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v   }o em its better help, sometimes in 
different situations- You might go to a scene and you know, yea you got to fight 
(]U µ Zv ˙}µ P} } o `]Z (u]o˙ Z[ o}]vP Z] Z}u v }u]u 
a different perspective, a female perspective is more compassionate and can 
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in the car keep warm whatever, is there somebody we can call. You know 
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X  Bunch of 
dumb old guys sometimes just blunder through something not really consider 
something else.  
 
TC: This area has a long history of race issues; did you ever notice any of those 
within the department? 
 
BM: Not within the department, certainly in the community. First start to work at 
the hospital, certainly. Old school people and comments, feelings, the private 
school, the public schools being shut down for a while all that still kind of in the 
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understand, I mean I can understand when you experience someone, and there 
not a good person, not a hard worker, or just always free loading or something. 
FeelivP }v `˙U µ  Z }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school bus garage. He directs traffic every morning in front of the schools and 
Z[oo  }µ  Z i ust dancing and carrying on having a great time. Have to stop 
and think how many black members we have, Saiku and Alfred I think are it. One 
other gentleman was, but he left the department. 
 
TC: So, all the firefighters here are volunteer correct? So, do they all work other 
jobs or are some of them just retired? 
 
BM: Yea, we have people that are retired on the department. Not as active some, 
some more active with the business side, meetings, and so forth. Wide array, 
`[À o} Ào uu ZU Z ] n the last 2 years.  
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BM: Yea. 
SK: Is that just because of age or- 
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their kids-  Kv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 Pµ˙ v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lot of generational things too. One of my good friends his father died of a heart 
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administration there have been I think four deaths in the line of duty of the years. 
One was like a game warden that got shot in 1930 or something, but there was a 
Hampden-Sydney firefighter that was a student and he was killed. You know how 
you see the men who stand on the back bumper of the fire truck, doing that on a 
fire scene and there was an accident. And then my friends dad- Come here, what 
is it? 
 
Grace Murdock: Can I get one of those things, like the thing you got last year for 
where I buy stuff and they write it down? And then you pay. 
 
BM: Yes. 
 
GM: What is that called? 
 
BM: A tab. You can run a tab, yes. 
 
SK: How old is she? 
 
BMW ííX  dZ[ Z ˙}µU u]v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 }o µPZ  and this 
one and three step-kids. 
 
TC: Big Family 
 
BM: Yea, and we had five teenagers between my wife and I at once, then we had 
her, so it kind of kept us in perspective. Her name is Grace, we called her our 
saving Grace because we would have went nuts with the rest of them. Have good 
luck with them from 0 to about 13, but then they need to go somewhere for a few 
years, let them become human again. 
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BM: Not just me 
 
TC: What would you say the mean age, like about that average age, is on the 
department? 
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are going to run 80 percent of the calls. They keep stats on it and everything, but I 
ZÀ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uX   
 
TC: Are there specific reasons for that or just?  
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are going to be there helping and doing are in the minority, typically.  I think 
Z[ o]l u `]Z Z (] ooV v}  oU l µP˙U ( U o}`U Zµ 
u} `Zv ˙}µ P µ  Z v˘ u}v]vPX   / }v[ l   o} }( Z˙]o ]v]vPV 
probably need to.  Like, if I am going to respond }  (]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shuttle, you know, support.  Trying to watch out for on the fire scene, if anything 
o}}l V }u} ˙[ µv}µv d for or anything like that.  I support the guys 
that are, and try to keep them safe. 
 
TC: Helping out any way you can. 
 
BM: Yeah.  Yeah. 
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 TC: Is there anyone in the department that really is what makes it run, work like 
clockwork? 
 
BM: Probably Al.  I mean, he is just so involved.  And he may not have a formal 
education, but his knowledge on fire scene, and getting people motivated to what 
needs to be done, is extraordinary.  So, I admire him a lot for that.  He is very 
dedicated.  He was a chief in Farmville, until he got married and moved out here 
with his wifeX   ^} ` l]v }( }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family type affair.  His mother and step-father, his sister, brother-in-law.  His 
nephew is on the department with us.  There on auxiliary.  They have a very active 
auxiliary that raises money for us.  Helps in many, many ways; support us. 
 
TC: Is it strange seeing all the families in the department like that? 
 
BMW  E}U v}U ][ iµ o`˙ 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SK: I had a great-uncle who was also a fire fighter.  He was a fire fighter up in New 
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and all that.  I just can relate to all the fire fighter life.  I have good friends that 
have been in the force. 
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volunteer here, and I think it worked for Ridda for a while, and Eddy got out into 
Chesterfield and Ryko and fire service and probably been in for 15 years now or 
so.  Doing it paid.  And there are some in the, there are what eight fire 
departments in the county, seven or eight, we have an association.  And many of 
them are, more of the leadership are paid, fire department. 
 
TC: This is going to be a strange question, but have you guys ever gott n lost 
trying to find a fire since, you know, were kind of in a very rural area? 
 
BMW  zZU Z˙[À }vo˙ Z } vu (} ]PZ } v ˙U }o˙X   dZv ] 
`  o`˙ iµ Z vµuX   ^}U `Z }v }( Z Pµ˙ Z ` U ˙}µ lv}`U ^ Go 
} }o uv  ^u]Z[ o ` _ v Z Zv[  v o]À (} ïì ˙ } uµZ oX  
 zZU ˙}µ[oo P} ˙U } }u   Àv  } }v Z  ]} } ˙}µ ZÀ } 
wait until you get past it to get better directions.  But, yeah, certainly.  I think 
the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name.  And even the roads that go from Prince Edward County, same road, into 
Buckingham County and the name of the road changes.  So, yeah, it happens. 
 
TC: Are you guys fairly busy with calls? 
 
BM:  E}X   t }o˙ ZÀ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more around eight average. 
 
 ’ W  tZ[ l]v }( o]l Z ˙]o ooM  
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structure fires are not as common place.  Maybe a little bit more now, with the 
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˙]oo˙U ][  the least fortunate that it happens to.  Trying to keep an uninsulated 
house or something warm and have a kerosene heater in a trailer and something 
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fires.  Some just, a tree falls over on a power line or something.  A power line 
down.  Car wrecks are the majority. 
 
TC: Those are never good. 
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here overturned and the `Zo[ ]oo ]vv]vP v  Z[ v obody around.  Funny, 
the car gets reported stolen after that.  Somebody was intoxicated and fled the 
scene or whatever.  You never know.  All kinds of stuff. 
 
TC: Has being a firefighter over the years, changed your view of the world? 
 
BMW  / }v[  Z]vl  o.  Working a prison, that will change your view. 
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 À er been any calls that are over 
exaggerated by chance?  Like any calls that you get there and. . . 
 
BM: Yeah, typically the first fire person on scene will try to give a better size up as 
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conveyed to the dispatch office and then back to someone else.  But anytime the 
hospital or the college smoke alarm, they have their sprinkler systems and flow 
detectors in the water lines, when water moves, it sets the alarm off.  You know, 
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big.  Some of the items like the hospital or the college will tone out three 
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department to check it out and report back.  They have different criteria for what 
Z˙ ]Z }µX    µU ˙ZU }u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 }( 
oÀ_ v Z iµ t takes time for us to get here and get there.  You might have 
an acre on fire in the woods by that time.   
 
TC: Do you see a lot of fires from stupid people errors? 
 
BMW  dZ ui}]˙ }( Zu X   ^µ] } (}}o]ZU u˙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vU  /[À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to call the department out.  You know, you have a garden spot or some of that old 
`] PX  v ][  v u}`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 oÀ 
v Z `]v P µ   v ˙}µ v[ P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enough and the Z} `}v[ Z v Z `]v l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SK: Yeah, we had that at a camp site. 
 
BMW  zZX    µ Z }v Z  o]lU ^`ooU o( u˙ P v }} o} } Z ]o }( 
µv]vP oÀ_  and things like that are worse.  Or, you know, with just available 
fuels. 
 
SK: Did that camping.  Almost set a fire.  Put it out but. . . 
 
TC: Have there ever been a time when you regret becoming a firefighter?    
 
BM:  v}U  / ZÀv[  P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community, and it is self-serving in some fashions to enjoy being around people 
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probably always feel like you could do more, but you kind of have to balance it. 
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doing this as a job.  
BM:  yeah, just to devote the amount of training and from what I understand they 
do dispatch fire to every EMT call, and they do both.  /[ iµ  Z } Z]vl }( ] ]v 
that way. 
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and go do other things maybe just to take a break. 
BM:  yeah, some of them are good friends outside of the department and do a lot 
of things together, but sometimes that leads to the breakups too. Anytime you 
got husbands and wives and everybody involved, people get close and sometimes 
o } Z lµ  }( }v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different, hereU ][ 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v]À }( 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GD:  Is there any time during the year that you get more calls than normal? 
BM:  Brush calls is typically in the spring, like I said, because everyone is trying to 
clean up the yard and so forth. The structure fires typically this time of year when 
the weather is changing. Car wrecks are just all year round. First of the month 
when the state checks come out, low on well-fare money. 
GD:  so like you said, there was more updates to the facility. What were some of 
the items updated? 
BM:  }µ µlU `[À P}v }µ `v˙ ˙ `]Z}µ µ˙]vP  v` µlX  vU 
 / Pµ `[À µv  À˙ }v }( Zu }À ]v îìíæU µ  v} ` e are looking at 
close to half a million dollars for a new truck. We are getting about a 70,000 dollar 
 ˙ µ} (}u Z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v[  } uµZ (} Z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capital needs. We are relying on the fundraisers and the auxiliary and everything 
else. We had to get twenty-}uZ]vP v` ] }oV Z˙[ }vo˙ P}} (} 
twenty years if they were metal and the ones we had, all of them went out of 
date virtually at once, so I think if you were buying them individually they would 
be 1,300 dolo   }oX  t P}  µ   o } Z˙ v[ µ] Z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650, 700 dollars. To put turnout gear on someone in the neighborhood, probably 
1,600 dollars. Boots, pants, coat, gloves, hood, helmet. 
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 (]  fighters in future generations? 
BM:  yeah, take care of yourself, take care of your fellow fire fighters. Because 
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one another.  
TC: thank you very much for the interviews  
BM:  µJ  dZ]vl ][  ]u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now! 
 
 
 
            
    
 
